
Planning Department

County Hall

Marine Road

Dun Laoghaire

County Dublin

January 28th, 2022

Ref: Planning Application D22A/0026 at Clonlea House, Glencairn, Murphysown Way, Leopardstown,

D18VT14

Dear Sir/Madam,

On behalf of the residents of the Gallops estate, Leopardstown, Dublin 18, we would like to make

some observations in relation to the planning application by Delaney Trading Partnership to the

construction of 42 residential units at Clonlea House, Glencairn, Leopardstown:

1. the impact of yet another residential development in the area on transport infrastructure

2. the impact of the removal of trees on the local environment and wildlife

Transport Infrastructure

The area around our estate has seen an explosion in residential development in the last few years.

This includes the thousands of units completed in Clay Farm, the ongoing construction at Glencairn,

the planned development at Lisieux and the multiple sites being developed along the Kilgobbin Road

and Glenamuck Road.

While we understand the urgent need for more housing, there seems to be no regard for the impact

of all this development on the transport infrastructure in the area and specifically in relation to the

following:

● the impact on existing high levels of car traffic congestion

● the impact on capacity on the Luas

In relation to car traffic, the Gallops estate is effectively “landlocked” by the Luas and the M50 with

only 2 exits available for over 700+ houses and 2,000+ residents. We are very lucky to have the Luas

running beside our estate, however this does not negate the need for people to make car journeys to

work or schools in other areas of the county not served by the Luas or other public transport.

The current level of traffic means that trying to leave the estate by car at peak time in the morning is

extremely difficult. Waiting times in the morning can be over 10 minutes and we even have the

bizarre phenomenon of traffic jams within the estate as residents try to access the main roads exiting

the estate from feeder roads.

This is the situation now, before the addition of the Glencairn and Lisieux developments, so the

addition of yet another residential development, before a full assessment of the traffic from these



new developments has been made, is a step too far. We would ask that this application along with all

new applications be put on hold until a proper traffic assessment has been done. This can only be

carried out after all the current approved developments have been completed.

In relation to the Luas, it is being consistently used in planning applications to propose higher

densities and heights, as if it had infinite capacity, however it was already hitting capacity in early

2020 at peak rush hour times. The addition of all these new developments is going to significantly

increase the number of people wanting to use the Luas, so how will all these people be

accommodated on the service?

On top of this, we have a whole new suburb for 30,000 people being built in Cherrywood, where

residents will want to use the Luas to travel to Carrickmines Retail Park, Sandyford Industrial Estate,

Dundrum Shopping Centre and Dublin City Centre. This will lead to huge capacity issues for

commuters downstream in areas like ours, so again we would call on you to refuse permission for

this application until a proper study of the impact of all the current residential development on the

Luas system’s capacity has been carried out.

Environmental Concerns

The planning application involves the removal of trees along the border of the site. We are

concerned that this will lead to an increase in noise pollution and a negative visual impact for existing

residents in the Gallops. It will also have a significant detrimental impact on local birds and wildlife,

who have already had to deal with huge upheaval to their natural environment with the

development of the neighbouring Glencairn site.

We would therefore request that the planning department challenge the removal of any trees along

the borders of the site and look to retain as many trees as possible elsewhere. This will help to

reduce the visual impact and noise level coming from the site for existing residents in the Gallops and

will also reduce the impact on the natural habitat for wildlife and the birds.

In summary, we believe that the planned development is a step too far, given the level of

construction that is already ongoing in the area, combined with what is planned to take place over

the next few years. We are not against residential development, however we believe a pause in

development in our area is needed, so that DLRCC can ensure that it is being developed in a

sustainable way for existing and future residents.

Yours faithfully

The Gallops Residents Association


